
 

Course: Classics of Christendom-Literature        Meeting Time: T/TH 12:30 pm (EST) 
Instructor: Mr. Casey McCall     
Email: casey@ashlandlex.org       
Office Hours: by appointment Meeting Place: Zoom Classroom 

Course Description  
C.S. Lewis once observed, “We all…need the books that will correct the characteristic 

mistakes of our own period. And that means the old books.” He thus made the following rule: 
“after reading a new book, never to allow yourself another new one till you have read an old one 
in between.” This course is designed to teach 11th–12th graders (9th and 10th graders welcome 
with instructor approval) the value of old books. It focuses on the great literary texts of the 
Middle Ages, Renaissance, and Reformation which have influenced the development of both 
Christian culture and the secular west.  

While this course focuses on literature, it also integrates Medieval and Renaissance 
history in order to place the literature in its context so that the author’s purpose can be 
understood more fully. Students are required to examine these texts for their wisdom and virtue, 
noting the ways in which the author’s ideas interact with those of others and contribute to what 
we call western civilization.  

Occasionally, the teacher will present historical context through brief lectures, but 
otherwise classes are seminar-style discussions on the classical texts. Students are assessed for 
their interest, participation, and diligence during discussions, as well as by means of short 
response papers and essays. 

This class is paired with our high school course Classics of Christendom History, taught 
by the same teacher and scheduled back-to-back with that course in a block. Students who take 
both courses receive a discount. This course may also be taken as a stand-alone literature study. 

Course Objectives 
• Develop familiarity with classic texts from Medieval, Renaissance, and Reformation 

periods 
• Develop historical awareness by learning the 5 C’s of history and identifying them in 

classical literature 
• Grow in recognition and love for truth, beauty, and goodness through thoughtful 

engagement with classical literature 
• Expand vocabulary to include the language of virtue, wisdom, and philosophy toward the 

goal of moral formation 
• Produce written works that show depth of engagement with classic literature 
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Required Texts: 
Most of these texts are in translation. Students will need the posted translation and ISBN. Digital 
versions are not acceptable – student require printed texts. They will need their own text (not a 
family library copy) as they will be expected to annotate and mark up the text.  

1. Boethius, On the Consolation of Philosophy. Trans. Victor Watts. 978-0140447804  
2. Dante, Inferno. Trans. Anthony Esolen 978-0812970067  
3. Dante, Purgatory. Trans. Anthony Esolen 978-0812971255  
4. Dante, Paradise. Trans. Anthony Esolen 978-0812977264  
5. Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales. Trans. Neville Coghill. 978-0140424386  
6. Shakespeare, Macbeth. Oxford School Shakespeare. 978-0198324003  
7. John Milton, Paradise Lost. Hackett Classics. 978-0872207332 

Course Schedule:  

Course Requirements: 

Reading – Students will be given a reading assignment for each class, often accompanied by a 
few questions intended to direct the student to what is most important in the reading for the 
purposes of this course. Students will be asked to mark key terms in the text as they read, 
identify the main point or argument of the reading, and write a summary sentence or two in their 
commonplace journals before coming to class. 

Class Discussions – Class time will be spent drawing out the essential meaning of the readings 
through Socratic discussion. The reading will be discussed by all present. The teacher will 
provide any necessary background, history, clarification, and assistance to the understanding of 
the argument or key points. Students will be directed to take additional notes as necessary. 

Weeks 1-4 On the Consolation of Philosophy

Weeks 5-9 Inferno

Weeks 10-13 Purgatorio

Weeks 14-17 Paradiso

Week 18-22 Canterbury Tales

Week 23 Student Presentations

Weeks 24-26 Macbeth

Weeks 27-32 Paradise Lost
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Commonplace Journal – At the end of each class, students will be directed to write a paragraph 
summarizing one or two of the main points of the reading and discussion in a commonplace 
journal. This journal will become a helpful tool for the student to write essays on assigned topics. 
Whenever possible, there will be some time at the end of class given to the students to work on 
this. Journal entries should be sent to Mr. McCall before the next meeting. 

Writing Assignments – At the end of each text, student will write an essay or other type of 
composition on that text. At the end of each semester, students may be asked to write a longer 
essay on a topic that requires tracing a theme or idea over multiple readings. The purposes of the 
writing exercises are both to practice and improve writing skills and to think deeply about 
important ideas. Students will be given clear instructions about what is expected and will receive 
feedback on the content of the composition and on their spelling, grammar, writing style and 
clarity.  

Student Expectations:  
 Our classes will be live and highly interactive with students expected to interact with 
their instructor and peers and to participate in class discussions. Students are expected to attend 
classes with their videos turned on and to function as a full participant in each class, contributing 
to the class dynamic and success of the entire cohort. Students who do not turn on their videos 
during class will be removed from the Zoom classroom and marked absent. 

Evaluation Procedures and Grading Criteria 
Instructors will often assign the following grades based on students’ level of 

achievement: magna cum laude (with great praise), cum laude (with praise), satis (sufficient, 
satisfactory), and non satis (not sufficient). Ideally, every average student working diligently 
should do praiseworthy work (cum laude). Those who excel beyond this expectation will be the 
magna cum laude students. Students who do adequate but not praiseworthy work should be 
designated satis. Non satis means lacking sufficiency or adequacy. These assessments are not 
mere grading instruments but ways for both the student and the instructor to assess mastery. 
Students will receive written feedback on each essay.  

If students need to complete a high school transcript with either a numeric or letter grade, 
please communicate with the instructor, and the school’s normal process will be followed. 

Students’ grades will be comprised of: 
1. Reading and Class Discussions (30%) 
2. Daily Summaries (30%) 
3. Writing Assignments (40%) 

Academic Dishonesty 
In the event that a concern arises regarding academic dishonesty, the instructor will 

follow the process outlined in the school handbook. It is important that students pursue their 
studies with integrity and honesty. The instructor will reserve final judgment on any suspected 
academic dishonesty until the facts of the matter are revealed and all appropriate authorities are 
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contacted. 

Contacting Me 
Please feel free to email me with any questions or concerns you may have. I will usually 

respond within the 24-hour period but may not be able to respond before then. If there is an issue 
or concern that requires discussion of details, I’ll be happy for us to set up a Zoom appointment 
to talk instead. 

Technology 
Each student will need a computer with webcam and a high-speed internet connection. 

Also, a headset is highly recommended for clear communication. Each student will create an 
account on Schoology, our learning management system. The instructor will post all media and 
any general communication on Schoology. Please be sure to adjust your settings so that you are 
notified when memos are posted to this group.  


