
Lower Grades Fine Arts Workshop
Beauty through Music, Art, and Poetry for the Young Child
8 weeks, October and November 2022
Eligible Students: 2-3
The Course Times:
· Class Dates: Begin Tuesday, October 4, 2022; running through Tuesday, November 29, 2022

· Class Times: Tuesdays: 11:45 am -12:45 pm (EST)

Instructor: Lisa Jacobson
E-mail: ljacobson.scholeacademy@gmail.com
Skills required for this class include a desire to listen well, look closely, ponder, and speak thoughts respectfully.
Parental requirements: A parent must be located near the student during the classroom experience. This will be helpful for the student’s computer skills. Also, it may become necessary to tend to your student’s personal needs. When the instructor asks a question the student should be the one to answer. Prompting from parent to child can be done carefully and should decrease as the class progresses. Parents are strongly encouraged to allow the students to grow in their ability to participate without help, but to actively stay informed. In addition, parents may desire to choose certain activities out of the class to do and others to skip according to their schedule. 
Fine Arts Workshop Course Map: The following objectives will be understood on different levels according to each student’s age and ability.  
Week 1-4: 
What is a folk song?
What is classical music?
Instrument identification 
What is genre of music?

What is a hymn?

Why do we sing?

Singing is fun!

Finding beauty in music, art, and poetry

Classic Art introduction

Observing Illustrations in books carefully

Introduction to children’s poets:
A.A. Milne


Kate Greenaway


Margaret Wise Brown
Weeks 5-8

Introduction to the ukulele
Growing knowledge of folk songs, hymns, and instrument identification

What is Latin music?

What is jazz?

Singing for enjoyment

Identification of different genres of music

Introduction to well known artists:


Claude Monet


Vincent van Gogh


Mary Cassatt


Michelangelo

Introduction to poets:


Robert Frost


Robert Louis Stevenson


Christina Rosetti

Learning to recite for others enjoyment

Declaring beauty through music, art, and poetry
Required Course Texts:

A Child’s Book of Art: Great Pictures First Words 


Selected by Lucy Micklethwait

Poetry For Young People: Robert Louis Stevenson


Edited by Frances Schoonmaker

52 Nature Craft Projects


Barbora Kurkova

Music Is…


Stephen T. Johnson
Required Course Resources:
Music listening will be assigned each week. Access to a wide array of music on Amazon, Spotify, or another music source of your choosing will keep retrieval of music stress free.
Optional Course Texts: Depending on the desire and needs of the family, the student’s enjoyment of fine arts might be enhanced by these resources. 

Claude Monet: He Saw the World in Brilliant Light (What the Artist Saw)


Amy Guglielmo

Vincent van Gogh: He Saw the World in Vibrant Colors


Amy Guglielmo

A.A. Milne: Now We are Six

A.A. Milne: When We Were Very Young
Famous Paintings: An Introduction to Art for Young People


Alice Elizabeth Chase

Favorite Poems of Childhood: Dover Children’s Thrift Classics


Edited by Philip Smith

Stopping By Woods On a Snowy Evening Robert Frost


Illustrated by Susan Jeffers
Folk Music Workshop Course Description:
This course is designed to introduce young students to the world of fine arts. It is the intent of the course to draw the student’s attention to the beautiful music, art, and poetry that is available to them. Augustine referred to God himself as beauty, “beauty so old and so new”. God, the Creator draws us to Himself through this beauty. Fine Arts Workshop will develop an eye for beauty and creativeness.
Students will develop their ability to listen to music with a new appreciation for beautiful sounds. They will be able to distinguish different instruments as well as different genres of music. The student will be encouraged to sing entirely without concern for how “good” of a singer he thinks he is, but for the enjoyment of singing.  Every student becoming a confident singer is the goal. In addition, the student will have the opportunity to memorize several folk songs and 1-2 hymns of the faith. 
Students will develop their ability to observe excellent works of art with an eye for detail.  The goal for each student is to find enjoyment in closely looking at a painting and being able to make observations. Also, the student will learn methods of looking at illustrations in books with detail, color, ambiance, and texture in mind. In addition, the student will have the opportunity to do their own nature art projects at home with assistance from parents. 
Students will develop their ability to listen to and recite poetry.  Children naturally are drawn to the rhythm and cadence of verse written for them. The student will read or hear several wonderful examples of poetry over the course of 8 weeks. The student will also have the opportunity to memorize poetry and grow in her ability to recite it for others.
Objectives:
(Carried out with assistance from the parent on a scale that is comfortable for the student)
Listening on a daily basis to selected pieces and songs
Singing and memorizing 1 folk song per week
Singing and memorizing 1-2 hymns of faith
Learning to identify a variety of instruments by their sound
Being able to identify 1-10 well known paintings
Be able to carry on a conversation regarding the identifying traits of a painting
Do nature art projects at home
Spend time each week listening to poetry being read
Memorize 1-4 poems and grow in the ability to recite them
As time allows in class, the students will be encouraged to sing, share their art projects, or recite their memorized poems. Also, encouragement will be made to share their works with family and friends in a small performance.
Executive Function Skills:
What would an engaged student look like?
Students are expected to have a positive attitude concerning learning online.  Most, if not all students in Fine Arts Workshop will be brand new to online learning.  Being shy is acceptable, but not an excuse for not participating.  Each student will be expected to continually gain ability in participation as the course progresses.  Naturally, personalities are different and strengths and weaknesses can be observed as experiences vary. The introverted student will learn to grow in asserting his/her thoughts just as the extroverted student may grow in allowing others to speak. It is good for both types to develop communication skills. The student will be required to sit still, stand up, do simple exercises (for wiggles), sing, dance, watch, listen, answer questions concerning their own thoughts, and allow others to speak their thoughts. If it becomes necessary to exit the classroom for any reason, the student is welcome to join again at the parent’s discretion.
Student Evaluation:

Evaluations in writing will be sent to parents at the conclusion of Fine Arts Workshop. The evaluations will include strengths that the instructor has perceived in the student’s ability to appreciate fine arts. Also, encouragement will be given to pursue fine arts for your particular student. 
The Virtual Classroom:
We will be using the free online “virtual classroom” software provided by Zoom, one of the leading companies that provides such software.  We will provide students with a link (via email) that will enable students to join the virtual classroom. Canvas is our Learning Management System. Please see our school’s Canvas Parent FAQ document.
Specific information regarding the technology used by Schole’ Academy (including required technology) can be found by visiting the Technology in the Classroom section of the Student Parent handbook.
About the Instructor:[image: image1.jpg]



Lisa Jacobson brings to the academy a background of music, with a B.S in Music Therapy from the University of Minnesota, and a classical education. One of her most rewarding experiences in life has been raising and educating 5 children to adulthood. She believes children in our culture need more beauty in their lives. This can be done by encouraging children to sing, learn art, and find meaning through written words, all of which bring beauty of many forms into their lives.

