A LATIN FOR CHILDREN A

. Yearlong Course

2023 - 2024

SCHOLE ACADEMY

CLASSICAL ACADEMIC PRESS

ELIGIBLE STUDENT:

This course is designed as an introductory Latin course; no prior Latin instruction is required or expected. The
course is geared toward rising 4th-5th graders. Students should be developmentally prepared to engage in a 4th-
to 5Sth-grade corporate learning environment as well as the online classroom dynamic. Students should be
comfortable reading fluently and writing independently (and legibly!) by hand. It is recommended (though not
required) that students have at least a preliminary understanding of the basics of English grammar. This entails
knowing how to recognize the following parts of speech: noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, preposition. Students
should be prepared to study 2—3 times per week outside of class time.

REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS:

Latin for Children Primer A (student edition) NEW Revised Edition, Version 4.0**
Latin for Children Primer A History Reader NEW Revised Edition, Version 5.0**
3x5 index cards for weekly flashcards

Writing utensils for completion of notes and homework assignments

Binder (optional, but recommended for organizing course materials)

**The new revised edition is required for this course. Older versions of the student edition, answer key, and
history reader are not compatible with the course.

Note that while our primary text will be the Latin for Children Primer A, the teaching staff will be adapting and

augmenting the curriculum as they see best for the learning objectives of the course. As such, students should
also be prepared to regularly print PDF files supplied by the instructors.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Students in this course will enjoy a clear introduction to Latin grammar and reading that will also delight them
and cultivate in them the wonder of language. Students study the first two noun declensions; the first two verb
conjugations; the present, imperfect, and future tenses; other parts of speech (adjectives, prepositions, and
adverbs), and learn to read and translate basic Latin sentences. They also acquire a Latin vocabulary of 240 words
and learn many English words derived from Latin. As a step beyond just an exposure to the language, this course
trains students in grammar, vocabulary, and English derivatives.
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This course is designed to:

e model a discipline of mind that focuses on how the Latin language works.

e model pronunciation of Latin words and give students pronunciation practice through imitation.

e model for students how to analyze grammatical structure, interpret word form and use, and translate
Latin both orally and in writing

e strengthen working memory by ‘seeing, hearing, and doing’ through the use of mnemonic aids
(songs, chants), illustrating vocabulary and creating vocabulary flashcards, and writing
sentences and short stories using English derivatives, thus improving storage and manipulation
of information, and increasing students’ problem-solving skills.

e demonstrate to students the etymology of Latin words and how they are transformed into English
derivatives

e expose students to beautiful illustrations as well as images and paintings of ancient Roman culture, and to
provide exposure to Roman history, culture, and historical figures

COURSE SCHEDULE:

ORIENTATION SESSION:
The date and time of the student/parent orientation will depend on the particular section in which you are enrolled,
but all orientation sessions will be scheduled during the week prior to the start of the class.

CLASS SESSION DATES: The dates of your class depend on the particular section in which you are enrolled. Consult
the Scholé Academy academic calendar for details concerning scheduled, school-wide breaks.

OFFICE HOURS: Your teachers are available outside of scheduled class times! During “Office Hours” students
may raise questions, seek assistance, or review class material. This can happen via email or a meeting in the Zoom
classroom. Your teacher will do their best to respond within 24-48 hours; please keep in mind that they likely will
not respond immediately to messages after 5 p.m. EST.
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STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: EXECUTIVE FUNCTION SKILLS

Students enrolling in Scholé Academy’s Latin for Children A course will be expected to show development of
Executive Function Skills throughout the year. Executive Function Skills speak to a set of qualities and skill sets
students can develop and hone to better approach the courses, lectures, readings, and teachers they will face in
their future academic coursework.

1. An Engaged Student: One who is willing to step into the arena of class discussion, asks questions, and
supply answers. During class, students should be actively engaged as the teacher employs various
interactive methods such as class repetition and recitation. Participation in these activities is central to
class time and promotes a lively, delightful environment. Students should be active listeners during class
time. They should be thoughtfully engaged with both each other and the teacher. All children should be
viewing the class via Zoom on their computers and should not be browsing the internet. Students should
approach class time as an opportunity to grow in fellowship as the class journeys together to obtain
knowledge.

2. Attention to Detail & Preparedness: One who is consistently prepared with all assignments complete at
the start of every class session, has submission requirements fulfilled before each session, has confirmed
technology is working prior to the start of class, is responsible to determine how to proceed after an
absence, is responsible for consulting the course syllabus and adjusting as the class proceeds, etc. This
student should also come mentally prepared — ready to focus on the material being presented. He should
arrive to the Zoom meeting on time and if late should respectfully listen to try to understand where the
class is in relation to the text and should wait patiently for the teacher and classmates to finish their current
task, which is when the teacher will catch the student up. Homework should be uploaded to Canvas before
class begins. Students should try to develop the virtue of constancy by remaining focused and diligent and
pushing away even “good” distractions that would inhibit learning and mastery.

3. Self-Monitoring: A student in the 4™-5" grade range should continually develop self-monitoring skills.
One who successfully self-monitors can evaluate his own performance. This student is able to see both
his own strengths and weaknesses. A self-monitoring student is one who determines which problems he
can work through on his own and where he needs peer, teacher, or parent support. Students should follow
behavior guidelines appropriate to the age and study of this course. They should practice hand-raising,
speaking when called upon, listening to others, and focusing solely on the task at hand.

4. Exhibit Responsibility: One who is able to recognize when it is time to begin working and is able to do
so without procrastination. This student is able to initiate tasks easily adjusting from the whole-class Zoom
to a breakout room while still maintaining a scholarly attitude. During class time, students shall uphold
the integrity of the period by showing technological responsibility. They will refrain from playing
computer games, viewing alternate screens, or otherwise engaging in distracting activities.

5. Problem Solving: One who is ready and willing to press through, even when he is unable to successfully
solve the problem on the first try. Mastering Latin involves perseverance and looking at each word
individually and in context to decode word use, sentence structure, and accurately translate word meaning.

6. Employ Critiques: one who receives feedback to submissions and is sure to apply that feedback to future
assignments rather than repeating mistakes. This student also gleans information from the live class
critiques of fellow students and notes mistakes to avoid by learning others. Students should have an
attitude of humility when receiving critiques. They should view class as an opportunity to grow and to
develop their God-given talents. Students should be happy for the successes of their peers, even if the gifts
and capacities of their classmates surpass their own.
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STUDENT EXPECTATIONS IN ACTION

The long-term, ultimate goal for the student will be to master the Latin language through imitation so that the
original works of the great authors and thinkers of old will be read and understood well. To achieve this goal,
students at the lower school level begin to develop the virtues of love, both of learning and of the Latin language,
humility, as they humbly accept instruction, recognize their own strengths and weaknesses, and rejoice when
others succeed, patience, with themselves and fellow classmates, constancy, through remaining focused and
diligent in the face of distraction, and perseverance, or being willing to do what must be done in order to achieve
mastery. The Latin for Children A student will be expected to:

e Be respectful of others during class time. This involves speaking when called upon, listening attentively,
participating actively in the class discussion and practices, and focusing on the discussion. Conversely, it
does not include speaking out of turn, distracting others, or bringing unrelated material to the conversation.

e Strive for mastery of each concept. The activities and practices serve to promote understanding and
enjoyment of the study of Latin. Students should apply their best effort in all work involved with the class.
Should students encounter difficulty with their work, they should endeavor to understand and strive to
complete the work, however inaccurately it may be. Putting forth effort exemplifies integrity in learning
and fosters solid study habits as well as a mind inclined towards perseverance.

e Arrive to class on time and with all assigned material completed. The instructors will facilitate learning
for the student, but the responsibility for staying up-to-date with classwork and assignments ultimately
falls to the student. Students who have not completed their assignments by the start of class will be excused
to a breakout room to complete their work and will be welcomed back once their work is finished. This
will count as a tardy. If the student is gone for more than half the class, it will count as an absence.

e Examine models for imitation, chanting and singing forms and studying vocabulary daily. Each week the
teacher will model fluent recitation, accurate pronunciation, and provide practice designed to help the
students grow as competent Latin linguists.

e Complete and upload all assignments by the due date to the appropriate Canvas assignment prior to the
start of class. Students will submit their work by scanning their homework pages and uploading it into the
Canvas assignment. All work posted to Canvas is to be scanned and uploaded unless otherwise noted.
Assignments submitted by email will not be accepted. Photographs of completed assignments will not be
accepted as they are incredibly difficult to read and grade. Submissions that are not scanned right side up
or are not entirely legible will be noted and given one opportunity to be submitted correctly.

STUDENT GRADING AND EVALUATION:

While pursuing Latin for Children A through Scholé Academy will be restful, we also recognize the need to
provide grades to students. Earning a specific grade should not overshadow achievement goals for mastery of this
discipline. The study of Latin is an important discipline in classical education and learning to own the concepts
introduced in this class will be a necessary and significant component of future success in higher-level classical
education. In that sense then, attaining a mastery of these beginning Latin concepts is its own reward.

Students will not be measured against a traditional grading scale with letters and numbers. Instead, we will assess
the student as a whole, including participation, attitude, behavior, growth, virtue, and understanding. We will
assign the following broad categories to your student’s level of achievement according to Scholé Academy’s
grading policy: magna cum laude (with great praise), cum laude (with praise), satis (sufficient, satisfactory), and
non satis (not sufficient).

Some student work and assessments will be completed in the text, some will be completed with online tools and
assignments, with mastery evaluated through regular classroom participation and frequent practice assignments.
Any additional assignments not included in the required textbooks will be posted on Canvas with ample time
before the start of class and should be printed in preparation for the student’s participation in class.
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Ideally, every student working diligently should do praiseworthy work (cum laude). Those who excel beyond this
expectation will receive a magna cum laude mark. Work which demonstrates adequate but not praiseworthy
mastery will be designated satis. Non satis means lacking sufficiency or adequacy; students who receive non satis
mark will need to do additional work to achieve understanding and be able to move on to subsequent levels of
Latin study. The hope is that this system of grading will aid both the student and the instructor in assessing an
individual pupil’s journey toward mastery, and that the emphasis will be on loving and knowing the subject rather
than chasing a particular number or grade.

In conjunction with the grading scale outlined above, narrative evaluations of student performance in the

classroom will be sent quarterly to keep parents abreast of their students’ level of growth and achievement. These
narrative evaluations are the core of the student assessment process.

STUDENT EVALUATION: MASTERY PORTRAIT

Students who pay careful attention in class and make a practice of chanting forms and studying vocabulary on a
regular basis, and complete practice exercises will achieve mastery of materials. At the completion of this course,
students will:

e Be able to recall many Latin words.

e Recognize English derivatives from Latin words.

e Be able to construct and translate Latin sentences.

e Be able to successfully translate small portions of Latin text.

e Be able to recognize errors in Latin sentences and make appropriate corrections.

Magna Cum Laude: “with great praise”; the student goes above and beyond what is expected, consistently
exhibiting mastery of material, demonstrating love, humility, patience, constancy, and perseverance in work and
interactions with others. This mark is rarely achieved.

Cum laude: “with praise”; the student has been following directions, doing homework, participating cheerfully,
and clearly working hard as the weeks progress. This is work to be proud of. The student works toward mastery
of self and the material presented.

Satis: “sufficient”; the student is completing homework, attending class, understanding things with a few gaps,
perhaps a forgotten homework assignment here and there.

Non Satis: “not sufficient”; the student has significant gaps, homework is not turned in, missing class often,
failing to participate in class.
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TYPES OF ASSIGNMENTS:

Homework

Homework will be assigned regularly, at almost every class session, and must be completed by the set due date
(usually the next class meeting). For written assignments, students are expected to hand-write their homework
assignments in their best writing with a pen or a pencil. For recitation assignments, students will be required to
submit a video each week with parent assistance and participation. Further instructions will be given prior to
completion of the first assignments. In addition to the translations and worksheets from our primer assigned for
homework, students will be expected to regularly practice their vocabulary and chants throughout the week. This
memory work is an essential foundation for understanding in Latin.

Tests
At the end of each unit in our book, there will be a test covering the material from the relevant weeks. Specific
instructions for how to study for and take these tests will be sent out at the end of Unit I.

Participation

Students will be expected to actively engage with their peers during class time, demonstrating preparedness,
diligence, timeliness, and a positive attitude and approach to their studies. Students will receive points each day
based on their timeliness, completion of work, participation, and attitude towards the teacher and their peers.
Students are required to keep their cameras on during class unless instructed otherwise by their teacher and will
be excused from the classroom and marked absent for the day if they do not comply.

Uploading Work

Students will submit homework assignments by scanning and uploading them to their computer, then submitting
the files to the Latin for Children A Canvas assignment page. Access will be granted to this page once enrollment
is finalized. Photographs (including both .png and .jpeg files) of student work cannot be accepted, as Canvas
does not allow them to be viewed and graded on the site.

Late Work

Students are expected to turn in their assignments prior to the start of the class in which the assignment is due. As
such, students will only be allowed three late assignments per quarter, after which point any late submission will not
receive credit. Parents may always contact the instructor to discuss extenuating circumstances.

Absences
The following is taken from the Student-Parent Handbook:

Our classes are live and highly interactive, with students regularly interacting with their instructor and
peers and participating in class discussion. As such, we recommend students attend as many live class
sessions as possible. There are, of course, circumstances, both planned and unplanned, in which students
must miss a class. In such circumstances, we provide students with a recording of the live class session so
that they may play back the session they missed. Whenever possible, we ask that students alert their
instructor of their absence before missing class.

While recordings of live sessions are a helpful tool for occasional absences, they are not a sufficient
replacement for class participation in the long term. With this in mind, we allow a maximum of
nine absences for yearlong courses.

In addition to watching a recording of a missed class, students may seek out the instructor during scheduled office
hours for additional help catching up after an absence.
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THE VIRTUAL CLASSROOM:

We will be using the free online “virtual classroom” software provided by Zoom, one of the leading companies
that provide such software. The virtual classroom will provide students with interactive audio and an interactive
whiteboard in which texts, diagrams, video and other media can be displayed and analyzed. We will provide
students with a link via their Canvas course site that will enable students to join the virtual classroom.

Specific information regarding the technology used by Scholé Academy (including required technology) can be
found by visiting the Technology in the Classroom section of the Student Parent Handbook.

Please note: While this syllabus addresses details specific to this course, it is not extensive. Parents should also
read the Student-Parent Handbook located on scholeacademy.com and be familiar with the ideas, policies, and
procedures outlined.

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTORS:

Amanda Reeves has a BA in Greek and Latin from Stanford University, where she
received recognition in her department for both her enthusiasm for the classical
world as well as her excellence in scholarship. After finishing her degree, she spent
a year living abroad in Rome, Italy, designing and facilitating short-term study-
abroad programs for students studying Latin through the Paideia Institute for
Humanistic Study. She currently lives in New Haven, Connecticut, but as an avid
traveler, can more times than not be found in Italy, Brazil, or anywhere else she
thinks would be interesting to get to know. It is one of the great joys of her life to
pass along her enthusiasm for Latin to her elementary, middle, and high school

' i students. Having learned Latin online herself, Amanda is passionate about distance
learning and enJoys integrating traditional grammar and translation methods with spoken Latin to produce the
best educational experience for her students. She has taught and tutored Latin online for over a decade and
particularly enjoys seeing how each unique student’s personality shapes the learning environment. When she is
not exploring the world, she spends her time waxing poetic about the Parthenon Marbles and Stanford football,
always with a strong cup of coffee in hand.

Leigh Ann Rowlands, MPA is an experienced classical Christian homeschool and
private school teacher, with over 16 years’ experience teaching Latin to all ages.
Besides teaching Latin, other educational experience includes general homeschooling
(all subjects, including classical subjects such as logic and rhetoric); teaching in a
homeschool co-op; teaching elementary Sunday School; as well as having the amazing
opportunity to teach Latin (4" — 12" grade), literature (7"-12™" grade) and Church
history (91-12t" grade) at Midland Christian School in Michigan. She has a Bachelor of
Business Administration and a Master of Public Administration from Texas A&M
University and has always been involved in education. She conducted Business English
e - classes for international Fortune 500 companies in Stockholm, Sweden; managed the
Berkeley Center for Executive Development (University of California) and coordinated the University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences’ Center for Preventive Health with a focus on children’s injury prevention.

She has a passion for teaching and a particular love of Latin and all things classical. She currently lives in
Central Texas where the winters are mild, and the food is spectacular. When not studying Latin she may be
playing the piano, gardening or playing with her fluffy cat, Pippin.

Page 7 of 7


http://www.scholeacademy.com/student-parent-handbook/
file:///C:/Users/absch/Documents/Teaching%20jobs/Schole/LFCB/scholeacademy.com/student-parent-handbook/

