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LATIN FOR CHILDREN A SCHEDULE:

ELIGIBLE STUDENT:

Grades 11-12. This course provides a step-by-step guide that leads students through the process
of writing a thesis paper, the culmination of the students’ high school scholarship, providing an
opportunity for them to showcase not only their content knowledge, but also their ability to
engage persuasively in the Great Conversation. The course instructor walks alongside students as
they engage in the challenging task of preparing and presenting a thoughtful, original response to
an issue.

Students should have a working knowledge and familiarity with the informal fallacies (a good
preparation would be Scholé Academy’s Informal Logic course or The Art of Argument text).

Students should be able to apply the principles of formal argument construction (along the lines
of Scholé Academy’s Formal Logic course or The Discovery of Deduction text; also, Scholé
Academy’s Persuasive Writing course or The Argument Builder text).

Students must have completed Rhetoric 1 or an equivalent course studying the nature of rhetoric
for the modern student; the common topics; the rhetoric processes of invention, arrangement, and
style; and a wide range of schemes and tropes

Please note: This course is the equivalent of one high school credit in speech and debate,
composition, or language arts.

http://classicalacademicpress.com/the-art-of-argument/


REQUIRED TEXTS:*

Rhetoric Alive! Senior Thesis: Student Workbook. ISBN-13: 978-1600513572

Office of Assertion: An Art of Rhetoric for the Academic Essay. ISBN-13:
978-1932236453

Speak Like Churchill, Stand Like Lincoln. ISBN-13: 978-076156318

*Required texts are not included in the purchase of the course.

NOTE: While our primary texts will be those listed above, the teaching staff will be adapting
and augmenting the curriculum as they see best for the learning objectives of the course. As
such, students should also be prepared to print PDF files supplied by the instructors. Students
should know that while they are free to complete any activities from the book on their own time,
we will not be completing every exercise and reading available in the textbooks as a class.

COURSE SCHEDULE

ORIENTATION SESSION:
The date and time of the student/parent orientation will depend on the particular section in which
you are enrolled, but all orientation sessions will be scheduled during the week prior to the start
of the class.

CLASS SESSION DATES: The dates of your class depend on the particular section in which you are
enrolled. Consult the Scholé Academy academic calendar for details concerning scheduled,
school-wide breaks.

OFFICE HOURS: Your teacher is available outside of scheduled class times. Students may raise
questions, seek assistance, or review class material. This can happen via email (through our
Canvas online learning platform) or through scheduling a meeting in the Zoom classroom. Your
teacher will do their best to respond within 24-48 hours.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Rhetoric Thesis prepares students to meet the challenges of college-level writing in the liberal
arts tradition. The thesis paper is the culmination of the classical students’ high school
scholarship, as it provides an opportunity for them to showcase not only their content knowledge,
but also their ability to engage persuasively in “the Great Conversation.”

https://www.scholeacademy.com/academic-calendar/


The thesis process – from the initial stage of finding a topic to the final day of presentation – is a
jungle within which many students quickly find themselves lost. This course is a step-by-step
guide that leads students through the process of writing a thesis paper, helping them avoid the
typical false starts and dead ends of the journey. The course instructor walks alongside students
as they engage in the challenging task of preparing and presenting a thoughtful, original response
to an issue.

Grounded in classical rhetorical theory, this course guides students through the 5 canons of
rhetoric, piece by piece, as they write the 6 sections of their oratio. Students will ultimately
become thinkers who can combine their wit, wisdom, eloquence, reason, and ethics for future
writing endeavors.

The course culminates with students presenting their theses, allowing time for Q&A at the end.

COURSE MAP

QUARTER 1
1. Find your topic
2. Explore your topic
3. Find your issue
4. Explore your issue
5. Find an expert

QUARTER 2
1. Research your issue
2. Create an outline
3. Writing the statement of facts
4. Writing the argument
5. Write the counterargument

QUARTER 3
1. Write the introduction
2. Write the conclusion
3. Choose an effective title
4. Put it all together
5. Bring the language to life

QUARTER 4
1. Turn the paper into a speech
2. Memorize it
3. Plan gestures
4. Make eye contact
5. Be ready for the presentation



STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: EXECUTIVE FUNCTION SKILLS

Students enrolling in Rhetoric Thesis will be expected to show development of Executive Function Skills
throughout the year. Executive Function Skills speaks to a set of qualities and skill sets students can develop
and hone the better to approach the courses, lectures, readings, and teachers they will encounter in their future
academic coursework.

This disposition is that of an ‘engaged student’. Scholé Academy commends four other important skills which
ought to be observed by students.

1. An Engaged Student: One who is willing to step into the arena of class discussion, ask questions, supply
answers, and consider how the discussion at hand applies to oneself.

2. Note Taking: A student must be engaged with the class by taking notes on important and relevant content in
an organized fashion. They should then independently consult those notes for assignments and in
preparation for assessments. It is essential that all students acquire a notebook for use during the class, as
this will keep them organized by subject.

3. Attention to Detail & Preparedness: These students are ones who consistently adhere to deadlines,
submission requirements, adhere to style guides and codes, confirm technology is working prior to the start
of class, are responsible to determine how to proceed after an absence, are responsible for consulting their
course syllabus and adjusting as the class proceeds, etc.

4. Critical Reflection: These students are ones who receive feedback to their submissions, and then apply that
feedback to future assignments rather than repeating mistakes. These students also glean information from
the live class critiques of fellow students and learn from others what mistakes to avoid.

5. Initiative/Maturity: This student will be proactive in listening to the teacher’s comments, assessing how
they apply to his/her work, taking the initiative to schedule office hours with the teacher if necessary.

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS IN ACTION

Students will follow the sequence of study contained in Rhetoric Alive! Senior Thesis, supplemented with
material from the two additional required texts. During class discussion, students will review answers, pose
questions, and explain and justify their answers. Each teacher will lead discussions informed by issues and
problems raised by students, as well as issues introduced by the teacher.

In this class, students will be expected to listen attentively, participate actively in class discussions and
practices. Students are expected to arrive to class on time and with all assigned material completed. The
instructor will facilitate learning for the student, but the responsibility for staying up-to-date with classwork and
assignments ultimately falls to the student.

All students will be due by the time designated in Canvas and submitted there. Students turning in late work
may earn a 10% penalty for each day the assignment is late.



STUDENT GRADING AND EVALUATION

While pursuing Rhetoric through Scholé Academy will be “restful” and enjoyable, we also recognize the need
to provide grades for students who will be using this course as part of their prepared college transcript. It’s a
delicate balance to achieve both restful learning and excellent academic performance. Earning a specific grade
should not overshadow achievement goals for mastery of this discipline. The teacher will assign the following
grades to your student’s level of achievement: magna cum laude (with great praise); cum laude (with praise);
satis (sufficient, satisfactory) and non satis (not sufficient).

Ideally, every average student working diligently should do praiseworthy work (cum laude).  Those who excel
beyond this expectation will receive magna cum laude for their efforts.  Work which demonstrates minimal but
sufficient mastery will be designated satis. Non satis designates work that demonstrates insufficient mastery; a
student with a consistently non satis grade will not be recommended for continuation to the next level of Latin.
Additionally, we will provide a transcript with a traditional percentage grade to the requesting parent at
quarterly intervals. All students will receive both a Scholé evaluation and a percentage grade at the end of the
year.

STUDENT EVALUATION: ASSIGNMENTS, TYPES & WEIGHTS

The teacher will communicate with students regarding assignment feedback and grading through the free online
grading and learning management system Canvas. The teacher will provide students with more detailed
information and access to the Rhetoric Thesis  course page. 

Students’ grades will be calculated as follows:
1. Class Participation: 15%
2. Homework and in-class assignments: 30%
3. Thesis paper: 35%
4. Oral delivery: 15%
5. Oral defense: 5%

 

Typically Speaking: 
- magna cum laude is the grade range of 94% or above. 
- cum laude is the grade range of 85-93% 
- satis is the grade range of 75-84%
- non satis is any grade lower than a 75% 

This reflects the student’s mastery and ability to move on to the next level.

Students and their parents will receive quarterly feedback from their teachers in the form of a quarterly update.



STUDENT EVALUATION: ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Students may take tests and/or quizzes privately at home. Students are on their honor to abide by Scholé
Academy’s Learning Philosophy which assumes the personal cultivation of Student-Virtues described in the
Student-Parent Handbook. We ask that parents proctor quizzes and tests to help keep their children
accountable. 

Specifically, cheating and plagiarism are punishable offenses. Copying the work of other students is prohibited
and proper citation of all sources is essential.

THE VIRTUAL CLASSROOM:
We will be using the free online “virtual classroom” software provided by Zoom. The live, interactive nature of
our courses is foundational and we require cameras to be on during all class sessions. The virtual classroom will
provide students with interactive audio and an interactive whiteboard in which texts, diagrams, video and other
media can be displayed and analyzed. We will provide students with a link (via email) that will enable students
to join the virtual classroom. Courses will be managed through our learning management system, Canvas.

Specific information regarding the technology used by Scholé Academy (including required technology) can be
found by visiting the Technology in the Classroom section of the Student Parent Handbook.

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR

Andy Newman calls western Nebraska home, the borderland where Midwest and West shake hands. There he
has taught literature, composition, history, journalism, and humanities at the high school and college levels for
twenty years. He has long been drawn to classical Christian education. And he is as excited as he is thankful to
now be fully in its orbit.

His education is varied, having earned master’s degrees in history and English from the
University of Wyoming and the University of Nebraska at Omaha, respectively. Most
recently, he earned a MTh in Applied Orthodox Theology from the Antiochian House of
Studies and a MA in Biblical Theology from John Paul the Great Catholic University, and,
in fall of 2021, completed his coursework for the PhD in Humanities from Faulkner
University and has begun work on the dissertation. He is a member of Assumption
Orthodox Christian Church in Bayard, Nebraska.

Please note: While this syllabus addresses details specific to this course, it is not extensive. Parents should also
read the Student-Parent Handbook located on scholeacademy.com and be familiar with the ideas, policies, and
procedures outlined.

http://www.scholeacademy.com/student-parent-handbook/

